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Colonel James R. Blackburn                                                          
2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment Commander
Col. James R. Blackburn was commissioned an Armor officer in 1986 as a distinguished 

military graduate from the University of Pittsburgh. 
Col. Blackburn holds a Master of Science Degree in National Security from the U.S. Naval War College, a Masters of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College, and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from the University of Pittsburgh. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, the U.S. College of Naval Command and Staff, the Joint Forces Staff College, and the U.S. Army War College. 
Col. Blackburn served in a variety of assignments in Germany, Belgium, the Balkans, South 

West Asia and the United States. His assignments include the 11th Armored Cavalry 

Regiment during the demise of the Soviet Socialist Republic, and the 1st Cavalry Division for 

operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Col. Blackburn also served in Kosovo with the 

3rd Infantry Division, and again with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment where he 

commanded 1st Squadron, “Ironhorse” as part Multi-National Division Baghdad during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. Col. Blackburn currently commands the 2d Cavalry Regiment and Combined Task Force Zabul in Afghanistan as part of Regional Command South, International Security Assistance Force. 
Col. Blackburn's other assignments include Headquarters, Training and Doctrine Command, 

Fort Monroe, Va.; Supreme Headquarters, Allied Powers Europe, Mons, Belgium; and twice 

with the Operations Group, National Training Center, Ft. Irwin, Calif. 
His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, 

Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal, 

Kosovo Campaign Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, NATO Medal, Kuwait Liberation Medal, Combat Action Badge, and the Parachutist Badge.  

