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Dragoons celebrate Native American culture

Story and photos by: Sgt. Jerry Wilson

2CR Public Affairs

VILSECK, Germany — Dragoons entered Memorial Gym on Rose Barracks Tues., Nov.
22 to a slice of history. Pictures depicting great moments in the history of the Native Americans
adorned the walls. Artifacts and intricate bead work were displayed throughout the gym as part
of the 2011 National Native American Heritage Month Celebration. This year's theme was one
to which many Soldiers could relate “Service, Honor, and Respect: Strengthening our cultures

and communities.”

The 76" Colonel of the Regiment, Col. Keith A. Barclay, opened the festivities, welcomed
participants and paid tribute to the many contributions made by Native Americans throughout

the years.

‘I don’t know if we truly appreciate what an important contribution Native Americans have
made to our world,” Barclay said. “Today there would be mass starvation if not for the

contributions the Native Americans made in terms of horticulture.”


http://www.2cr.army.mil/

“‘Whether it is potatoes or corn, the grain stuffs that feed the ever-growing population in
this world today are directly related to the efforts of these ingenious people,” he said. “They

were the original stewards of the land.”

Barclay went on to discuss the dedication and sacrifices made by the Native Americans

in terms of military service.

“From our American Revolution to combat missions in Iraq and Afghanistan,” Barclay

said, “they fought valiantly in defense of our nation.”

“Tribal America figures as prominently in our future as it has in our past,” Barclay said.

“They are part and parcel of our culture and who we are as Americans.”

The keynote speaker of the afternoon was Mrs. Robin West, wife of Maj. James R. West,
a member of the Sky clan of the Osage tribe of Oklahoma. West went on to talk about the

importance that service to others and the nation plays in the lives of most tribal cultures.

“Native people have had a long and distinguished history of serving our nation’s military,”

she said. “Per capita, we have the highest number of people who have served.”

West went on to talk about her family and their dedication and commitment to serving

their country and how this spirit is celebrated within the Osage culture.

“‘We have songs in our In Lon Ska dance that revere these men,” West said. “They honor

their sacrifice and their service.”

“We respect them for their selfless service to our nation,” she said. “These principles of
honor and respect are why Native men join the military,” West said. “It is their service that helps

strengthen our nation and in turn their tribe.”



“They do this not for themselves,” she continued, “but for the greater good, for their

community and tribe.”

Highlights of the afternoon included traditional tribal dances done by Native American

members of the Grafenwohr community.
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Celebration: Naked Bull from the Cippewa tribe of the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation of
Belecourt, North Dakota, also known as Spc. Tara Musser, performs her rendition of the Fancy
Shawl dance during the 2011 Native American Heritage Month observance held Tues., Nov. 22

on Rose Barracks.
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Proud: Robin West discusses the service and sacrifices made by Native Americans in service
to our nation during the 2011 Native American Heritage Month observance held Tues., Nov. 22

on Rose Barracks.



